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LEXINGTON ARCH IT ECT URALREVIEW BOARD  

Thursday, December 2, 2021 at  4:30 P.M. 
Community Meeting Room, Lexington City Hall 

 300 E. Washington Street, Lexington, VA 
 

 AGENDA 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
A. November 18, 2021 Minutes* 

 
4. NEW BUSINESS: 

A. COA 2021-32: an application by Leslie Giles for a Certificate of Appropriateness for a 
storefront refresh and new signage for the Lexington Real Estate Connection business 
located at 31 South Main Street, Tax Map # 23-1-79, owned by Four M Properties, LLC. 
1) Staff Report* 
2) Applicant Statement 
3) Public Comment 
4) Board Discussion & Decision 

 
5. OTHER BUSINESS  
 
6. ADJOURN  

 
*indicates attachment 
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  Lexington Architectural Review Board 
  Thursday, November 18, 2021 – 4:30 p.m.  

Community Meeting Room 
Lexington City Hall 

MINUTES 
 
 
Architectural Review Board:   City Staff: 
Present: C. Alexander, Chair   Arne Glaeser, Planning Director 

E. Teaff    Kate Beard, Administrative Assistant 
B. Crawford, Alternate B 

 
Not Present: A. Bartenstein 

J. Goyette 
R. LeBlanc, Vice-Chair 
C. Honsinger, Alternate A 

  
CALL TO ORDER: 

Chair Alexander called the meeting to order at 4:31 p.m. 
 
AGENDA: 

The Agenda was unanimously approved as presented. (E. Teaff / C. Alexander) 
 
MINUTES: 
 Meeting minutes from October 21, 2021 were unanimously approved as presented. (E. 
Teaff / C. Alexander) 
 
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS ON MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA:  
 None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  

A. COA 2021-30: an application by Shane Gonsalves for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for a new awning roof at 27 and 31 W. Washington Street, Tax 
Map # 16-4-9, owned by Shane Gonsalves. 
1) Staff Report – This is an application to approve a Certificate of Appropriateness 

(COA) for a roofing replacement at 27 and 31 West Washington Street.  The 
proposal is to replace the existing shake roofing on the building’s rigid awning with 
a standing seam aluminum roof.  The roofing material proposed is by Englert 
Roofing in a medium bronze (MB-30) and the seams would be 21 inches on center.  
A small color sample is included in the application.  Staff finds the proposed 
improvements meet the zoning criteria.  In response to an observation from C. 
Alexander, A. Glaeser confirmed the proposal is for a solid paint finish. 

2) Applicant Statement – Fred Kirchner, architect, said the proposed metal roofing 
would be more attractive and in keeping with the Lexington aesthetic than the shake 
roof is.  He requested to amend the application to request approval of 17 inch seams 
rather than 21 inch seams.  B. Crawford asked if there would be any changes to the 
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underside of the awning.  Mr. Kirchner responded the underside would be painted 
wood and would appear as it does currently.  C. Alexander asked why the applicant 
is requesting a different color for the awning roof than that of the roof of the 
building.  Mr. Kirchner responded that the building’s roof is old, unattractive, and 
is not visible from the street.    

3) Public Comment – None 
4) Board Discussion & Decision –B. Crawford moved to approve the application 

as amended.  E. Teaff seconded and the motion passed unanimously. (3-0)  
 

B. COA 2021-31: an application by Paige Williams for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for a new projecting sign for the Downtown Books business 
located at 13 W. Nelson Street, Tax Map # 23-1-84, owned by John Sheridan. 
1) Staff Report – This is an application to approve a Certificate of Appropriateness 

(COA) for a new projecting sign for the Downtown Books business at 13 West 
Nelson Street.  The sign would be a 36 inches wide by 24 inches tall, hand painted 
wooden sign to be hung from the existing bracket.  It would feature graphics and 
lettering in color on a white background and would be sealed with a coating to 
prevent fading and weathering.  The sign would not be illuminated.  Staff finds the 
proposed improvements meet the zoning criteria.  

2) Applicant Statement – Paige Williams, applicant, offered that the sign would fit in 
well with the existing signs on Nelson Street.  B. Crawford expressed concern that 
the lettering as proposed would not be large enough to read.  Merryn Williams, sign 
designer, said she believed the lettering was of a similar size to that of other signs 
on the street.  She indicated she could scale up the lettering by stretching it along 
the entire bottom of the sign.  C. Alexander said she thought the applicant would 
be better served by making the text bigger, especially on the white background. 

3) Public Comment – None 
4) Board Discussion & Decision – E. Teaff moved to approve the application as 

presented with some additional flexibility to increase the size of the text at the 
bottom of the sign.  C. Alexander seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously. (3-0) 

 
OTHER BUSINESS:  

A. Glaeser informed the Board that its next meeting would be on December 2nd. 
 

ADJOURN: 
The meeting adjourned unanimously at 4:41 p.m.  (E. Teaff / C. Alexander) 

 
 

    _______________________________________ 
    C. Alexander, Chair, Architectural Review Board 
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Project Name Lexington Real Estate Connection Improvements and Signage 

 
Property Location 31 & 33 South Main Street 
     
Zoning C-1 (Commercial District (Central Business)) and Historic 

Downtown Preservation District 
 
Applicant / Owner Leslie Giles / Four M Properties, LLC 
 

 
 

OVERVIEW OF REQUEST 
 
This is an application to approve a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for a storefront refresh and 
new signage for the Lexington Real Estate Connection business at 31 South Main Street.  
 

31 S. Main Street existing conditions 
 

 
 
The proposed storefront refresh consists of modifying and/or removing various non-historic 
storefront elements for greater compatibility with the building’s historic character and freshening the 
paint.  The applicant intends to remove the wooden pilasters flanking the display window to expose 
the brick piers underneath.  Additional minor trim pieces, old electrical conduits, light fixtures and 
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wiring would also be removed.  A flat panel and crown molding trim would be installed above the 
door and windows to match that of the Southern Inn.  1.5 inch vertical trim would be added to extend 
the line of the window framing and 3 inch flat trim with a 6 inch base would be added below the 
windows to define the panels in the bulkhead.  A schematic of the proposed carpentry details is 
included in the application.  The uncovered brick piers would be painted Bold Brick (SW 6327) to 
match the other piers, the storefront and metal window frames would be painted Extra White (SW 
7006), the door and the panel above the door would be painted Jadite (SW 6459), and the entry door 
at 33 S. Main Street would be painted Tricorn Black (SW 6991).  The downspout would be painted 
French Roast (SW 6069) along the side of the building and Bold Brick (SW 6327) at the front of the 
building. 
 
Four new signs are proposed.  A new 4.9 square foot wall sign (112” wide and 6.3” tall) would feature 
aluminum letters individually mounted to the flat transom panel above the door.  The lettering would 
be in soleil font and painted to match the color of the door (PMS 5555).  A new 6.86 sq. ft. (40” wide 
and 23.7” tall) expanded PVC projecting sign would feature green (PMS 555) graphics and lettering 
on a white background and hang from a 50” triangle ball hanging sign bracket with a textured black 
powder coat finish.  Two white vinyl signs would be applied to the door glass.  One would feature the 
logo and would be 0.9 sq. ft. (15” wide and 8.5” tall).  The other would feature the phone number and 
web address and would be 0.33 sq. ft. (15” wide and 3.25” tall).  A rendering of the proposed signage 
is included in the application. 
 
 
ARB Considerations 
Section 420-8.5.A. (Historic Downtown Preservation District) requires a Certificate of 
appropriateness. No improvement, structural or otherwise, in the Historic Downtown Preservation 
District shall be located, constructed, reconstructed, altered, repaired or demolished unless a permit 
therefor is issued by the Zoning Administrator. No such permit shall be issued unless a certificate of 
appropriateness is issued for such purpose by the Architectural Board and unless the location, 
construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair or demolition thereof otherwise complies with the 
requirements of the Building Code and other ordinances and laws applicable and relating thereto.   
 
Section 420-8.6.B. (Historic Downtown Preservation District) directs the Architectural Review 
Board to consider the following factors to be evaluated before issuing a Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA): 

1.  The historical or architectural value and significance of the building or structure and its 
relationship to or congruity with the historic value of the land, place or area in the Historic 
Downtown Preservation District upon which it is proposed to be located, constructed, 
reconstructed, altered or repaired. 

2. The appropriateness of the exterior architectural features of such building or structure to such 
land, place or area and its relationship to or congruity with the exterior architectural features 
of other land, places, areas, buildings or structures in the Historic Downtown Preservation 
District and environs. 

3. The general exterior design, arrangement, textures, materials, planting and color proposed to be 
used in the location, construction, alteration or repair of the building, structure or 
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improvement and the types of window, exterior doors, lights, landscaping and parking viewed 
from a public street, public way or other public place and their relationship to or congruity 
with the other factors to be considered by the Board under this section. 

4. Any applicable provisions of the city’s design guidelines.  

 
Section 420-8.10. (Historic Downtown Preservation District) states that the Board shall prescribe the 
character, type, color and materials used in the erection, posting, display or maintenance of signs 
permitted in the Historic Downtown Preservation District, and, in so doing, the Board shall give due 
consideration to the purposes of such signs and require that they be in harmony with the exterior 
general design, arrangement, textures, materials, color and use of the building or structure on or at 
which they are erected, posted, displayed or maintained and congruous with the purposes and 
objectives declared in 420-151, without defeating the purpose for which such signs are intended.  
 
The Board shall take all of the above factors into consideration when considering the application.  The 
Board shall not necessarily consider detailed designs, interior arrangement or features of a building or 
structure which are not subject to public view from a public street, public way or other public place 
and shall not impose any requirements except for the purpose of preventing developments 
incongruous with the historic aspects of the surroundings and the Historic Downtown Preservation 
District.  

Staff Comment 

Staff finds the proposed improvements meet the zoning criteria.  













Reference Photos, 31 South Main Street Storefront Refresh 
 
Storefront frieze and cornice  on the Norgrove 
Building, above the Southern Inn (35 S Main 
Street) – model for modifications at 31 S Main 
Street 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
5 W Washington storefront – proposed design 
for 31 S Main Street would be similar, especially 
at the bulkhead level. 







Stud Mounted Letters
112” x 6.3” (4.9 sq. ft.)
Individual stud mounted aluminum letters 
painted  PMS 5555
1” standoffs from building surface

Projecting Sign:
40” x 23.7” (6.86 sq. ft.)
Expanded PVC, layered for 3D,
PMS 5555 and white

Door Glass Graphics: white vinyl 
applied to glass exterior  
Logo: 15” x 8.5” (0.9 sq. ft.)
Ph# & web address: 15” x 3.25” ( 0.33 sq. ft.)

Lexington 
Connection 
Real Estate
Leslie Giles

6.3”

112”

23.7”

40”



 Donelle DeWitt
 Graphic Arts & 
 Illustration, LLC
 A Local Professional 
 Design Studio 

Logo Design, Desktop Publishing, 
Signs, Banners & more
Cell: 540-460-2045

donelle888@mac.com

Prepared by

540.463.2016
lexvarealestate.com

8.5”

15.5”

3.25”

15”
Door Glass Graphics

94 Little House Lane
Lexington, VA 24450

mounting ring towards 
wall side will be moved 

10” closer to the other ring
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